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Advent

We have now entered the season of Advent, which means the start of a new
church year.

Generically, advent simply means the arrival of something new — it could be a
new ideq, new technology, and new leadership and so on. It comes from the
Latin word meaning coming or arrival.

In the Church it speaks of something more specific. It is that season for antici-
pation and reflection on the birth of Jesus, just over 2000 years ago, but also his
promised second coming.

We await for that in the same way that Israel was looking forward to his first
appearing. Itis a reminder that God has a plan and that he is at work in our
world.

In the Anglican (and other) tradifions we celebrate Advent in the four weeks
leading up to Christmas. In our worship we include practices such as the
lighting of candles on an Advent wreath focusing on particular themes each
week — Hope, Peace, Joy & Love. Our readings focus on those scriptures that
relate to the promise of the appearance the Christ, and the expectation that
he will come again.

The Coming of Jesus is considered in three ways:
Jesus coming as a baby born in Bethlehem
Jesus coming to each of our lives as believers and intentionally his particular
presence with us when we celebrate the Eucharist
Jesus coming again to tangibly establish his kingdom here on earth.
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Another tradition is the Advent Calendar. A day by day charting of our
Advent journey.

Recently | went into a shop that was selling Advent Calendars. This presented
a striking example of how secularism and commercialism has continued to
overtake the Christian tradition.

There were several to choose from - Harry Potter, Bluey, Minecraft and so on,
but none at all that in any way represented the real meaning of advent.

There was Cadbury which offered a chocolate a day up until the day Santa
arrives from the North Pole. | couldn’t help but think of what John Cadbury
and his sons, who founded the company in 1831 would have thought. The
Cadbury’s were social reformers, campaigners against slavery and importantly
devoted followers of Jesus.

The real meaning of Advent and Christmas has now become lost to many in
today’s secular society. We can do something to arrest that by eagerly
celebrating it ourselves in our services and private devotion and in our
conversations with people. Advent is not about elongating the commercial
activity before Christmas, it is actually a time to think about and reflect on the
complete opposite. It is a time to consider that the Creator of the Universe
enfered our time
and space. Thatin
Jesus, God came
into our world to
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Wesley New$

S‘i}" Christmas goodies plus food
stalls. Come for morning tea or
lunch and get that Christmas

Celebrating 150 Years
1876:2026

'% 150
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We will be celebrating the

church’s history and the people
who have contributed 3™

september 2026
To register your interest email

office@wesleyhawera.conz

10" December church is
=+fopen and the car park is full of

(Carols for C hristmas

Everyone is invited to an
evening of singing.

With St Patrick’s School Choir,
Kaponga School Choir &
the Methodist Multi-Cultural Choir

Sunday 7 December 2025 at the Kaponga Town Hall @ 7pm.
Supper Drovnded

bppY

Sup ed by the combmed churches of Kaponga

Advent & Christmas Events
at Taranaki Cathedral

Picnic & Carols on the Lawn
Sat 13 Dec, 5pm ,Cathedral Lawn

Christmas Organ Recital
Sat 20 Dec, 2pm, Peace Hall

9 Lessons & Carols
Sun 21 Dec, 5pm Peace Hall

Christmas Carols & Midnight Mass
24 Dec, 10:45pm carols and 11pm Mass,

Peace Hall

Christmas Day Service
25 Dec, 10am ,Peace Hall




Chris’rmus Sewices for Anglican Churches
of South & Central Taranaki

sunday 7 December,

spm-Carol Service, Good Shepherd, Waverley
7pm-5t Mary’s, Pakaraka /Maxwell
7pm-Kaponga Community Carok at Kaponga
Town Hall

7pm- “Blue Christmasz" 3t Bamabas:, Opunake

Thursday 11 December

Spm-3t Mark's, Waitotara

sunday 14 December

4pm-5t Hikda in the Woods, Ngamatapouri
7pm-% Lessons and Carok, All Saink’, Eftham

Wednesday 17 December

7pm-All Sainfs, Alton

Sunday 21 December

10:30am-Christmas Service at Kaponga
Community Church

Christrmas Eve

Wednesday 24 December

7pm-5t George's, Patea
Ypm-5t Barnabas, Opunake
11pm-All Saints, Eltham
11pm-5t Mary's, Hawera

Christmas Day
Thursday 25 December

B8am-5t Mary's, Hawera

10am-3t Mary's, Hawera

10am-Holy Trinity, Strafford

10am-Church of the Good Shepherd, Waverley

Regular Sunday services continue as usual. For December services, please refer to last
month's newsletter, the weekly pew sheet or our website www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz

for details.

4
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|St. James Church, Okato Cooperating Parish with
Ropu Hoa Wairua o Taranaki (Taranaki Spiritual
Companions Group)
A Sacred Quiet Morning at St. James Church,
Oakura

Listening to God in Advent
Are you prepared?

Saturday 13th December 2025 9.30am -1.00pm

A voice of one calling:
“In the wildermness prepare the way for the Lord';
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
* Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low:
the rough ground shall become level, the nugged places a plain.
£ And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together.
Izaiah 40 3-5

A guiet time of silence for prayer and reflection with music, scripture, and prayerful
slitching.

Bring yvour Bible, writing materials, your journal. Refreshments are provided. Koha is
welcomed in assisting to meet costs. A variety of resources will be available.

FPlease register your attendance by the 8th of December 2025 with Heather Lofthouse
Spirttual Director Supervizor(021617594) or email heather1349@gmail.com
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH, ELTHAM
warmly invites you
to our traditional service of

9 Lessons and Carols

with special guests

STRATFORD
D siNGERs M

SUNDAY 14 December
7.00pm

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, 88 KING EDWARD STREET, ELTHAM

ALL WELCOME
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SUPPER, TEA & COFFEE to follow
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Mid-Week Services Roster

Wednesdays

All Saints, Eltham No Services in January

Holy Trinity, Stratford No Services in January

Thursdays

St Mary's, Hawera 10am starting from 8 January 2025

Regular Sunday services contfinue as usual. For December services, please refer to last
month’s newsletter, the weekly Sunday pew sheet or our website
www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz for details.
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Contact Us
If you have news to share please contact us.

Archdeaconry of Waitotara
Office is at St Mary’s, Hawera
Postal address 18 George St, Hawera 4610

Office closed Email is best
24/12/25 to 4/1/26. wia.manager@wtanglican.nz
Re-opens Mon 5 January. www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz

Missioners on call if .
required, please contact —ONfACt defails for the Central &

them directly. South Missioners

Rev Brendan Gibbs 021 214 9160
brendang@wtanglican.nz

Rev Paul Bowers-Mason (after 3 Jan)
paulbm@wtanglican.nz 027 364 9274

Keep up to date with news around New Zealand and the world.

Anglican taonga allgllcantaonga .

TELLING THE STORIES OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN AOTEARDA, NZ AND POLYT

The Anglican Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki has a
monthly e-magazine. Usually there is a short video
message from Bishop Phillip, notices of upcoming
events and how to register for them. Well worth a look.
You can find it at www.waikatotaranakianglicans.nz

You can also find the link to daily zoom prayers.

You can now watch recent sermons from Rev Paul Bowers
L ] -Mason, www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz
i
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