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The kingdom is coming!

The most exciting thing happening in our communities right now is that people
are starting to turn back to God, and finding new life in a new faith in Jesus the
Messiah. Sometimes this is happening through a direct spiritual encounter
which might then lead someone to connect with a local church. Sometimes it
is through life circumstances which prompt someone to want to go back to
church to re-connect with a faith they have put on hold for a number of years.
These are big life decisions that people are making. We faithfully pray, “Your
kingdom come”. What can we do to be part of the answer to that prayer, so
that we all grow into Christ?

As individuals and as fellowships of Jesus' followers, | believe we need to do
two things to help others join us, and more importantly be joined to Christ. They
are two things that will also help us to grow, and above all be part of the
answer to that prayer about God’s kingdom coming. We need to be
connected to others and we need to be accessible to others. Let me give
some examples.

“We are really interested in your Parihaka Day bilingual service. That's our
kaupapa too. We will come along to the service as a family and give that a
go.” Now they are with us every Sunday morning too.

“You guys do a community garden? Awesome. That's my thing too. Church
is different to what it used to be.” Yes, it is.

“We have just tfried coming back to church. Life has been interesting lately.
And we find one of our contractors here already. We feel like we fit in straight
away.”




“So, you are the guy looking after this old persone We are his gardeners!
And you are the local minister2” One hour later in conversation... “Yeah, we
might try coming along to your Sunday morning. That's our background from
way back.” After coming a few times, the next conversation: *You know how
you wondered if we would mind that most of the congregation are older?
They are gold, just beautiful welcoming people.”

This is the stuff that helps become not just connected to people but all of us
worshipping together, to become connected to God through Jesus.

Rev Paul Bowers-Mason
Missioner for Central Taranaki

"Thurch of the Good Shepherd, Waverley

Christmas Service in December. About 150
people attended. The Children’'s Choir from
the School sang “Little Donkey” and other
carols during the service.

Stratford Combined Churches’ group singing carols at Maryann Rest Home
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All Saints’, Eltham

9 Lessons and Carols (Sunday 14 Dec)
with Stratford Singers

Nativity Play.
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Carol service for Hawera Rest Homes
(St Mary’s), Tues 23 Dec 2025

Trinity Rest Home and Hospital and Annie Brydon resi-
dents were invited to a Carol service and afternoon tea.

Kaponga Community Carols, Sunday 7 December 2025
Featuring Kaponga School, Multicultural choir (led by Rev Michael Lemanu).

Carols led by Paul and Wynne, Margarit and Michael




Okato Cooperating Parish and the Taranaki
Spiritual Companions Group

A Sacred Quiet Morning
to Welcome the New Year

at St. James Church, Oakura

Listening to God with Mary and Martha

Saturday 30™ January 2026 9.30am - 1.00 pm

A quiet time of silence for proyer and reflection with music, scripture, and prayerful
stitching.

*Far by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance
with the faith Sod has distributed to each of you. * For just as each of us has one bady

with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, ? 5o in
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the

others. ®* We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. Romans
12 3- Go MIV

Bring your Bible, writing maferials, your jourral and anythirg you require for comfort.
Refreshments are provided. Koha is welcomed in assisting fo meet costs. A variety of resources

will be available.

Please register your attendance by the 26™ °f Tamsary 2026 with Heather Lofthouse,
Spiriteal Birector and Supervisor (02161728%94) or email heatherl34%&gmail.com




Celebrating 150 Years
1876:0026

'%1;,2

We will be celebrating the
church’s history and the people
who have contributed 3™
september 2026
To register your interest email
office@wesleyhawera.co.nz

WAITANGI

Bi-lingual Service
Karakia o nga tikanga rua

5pm, Sunday 8th February

All Saints
Eltham/

Church,
Arakamu

Karakia Followed

by
Waiata
Readings

shared kai

Rev Vincent Nuku (Ngati Ruanui)
Rev Paul Bowers-Mason

NAU MAI, HAERE MAI

"Ma pango, ma whero, =
For more information Ph: 027 364 9274

Ash Wednesday Services
(18 February) are still
being planned. Details
A S H will be in the weekly pew
WEDNESDAY sheets, February’'s news-
letter and on our website.

e

anglicanswaitotara.org.nz

Mid-Week Services Roster

Wednesdays

All Saints, Eltham

10am 11 February

Holy Trinity, Stratford

10am 25 February

Thursdays

St Mary’s, Hawera

10am
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Contact Us
If you have news to share please contact us.

Archdeaconry of Waitotara
Office is at St Mary’s, Hawera
Postal address 18 George St, Hawera 4610

Email is best
wita.manager@witanglican.nz
www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz

Contact details for the Central & South Missioners

Rev Brendan Gibbs 021 214 9160
brendang@witanglican.nz

Rev Paul Bowers-Mason
paulbm@wianaglican.nz 027 364 9274

Keep up to date with news around New Zealand and the world.

Anglican taonga al’lgllcal’ltaonga _;

TELLING THE STORIES OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN AOTEAROA, NZ AND POLYNESIA

The Anglican Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki has a
monthly e-magazine. Usually there is a short video
message from Bishop Phillip, notices of upcoming
events and how to register for them. Well worth a look.
You can find it at www.waikatotaranakianglicans.nz

You can also find the link to daily zoom prayers.

You can how watch recent sermons from Rev Paul Bowers-Mason,
www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz
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https://anglicantaonga.org.nz/
mailto:wta.manager@wtanglican.nz
https://www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz/services/resources
https://www.waikatotaranakianglicans.nz/

