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What is our focus this Lent? 

If we have given up coffee, or watching television, or some other luxury activity 

or food item which we like, and would normally indulge in, we may feel that 

we have done our duty for Lent. 

But Lent is not about being deprived of things, although denying ourselves at 

this season may be good for us. 

Lent is about preparing our hearts for the celebration of the death and         

resurrection of Jesus the Saviour, whose sacrifice at Easter opened the way for 

us to come back into relationship with the Father; a relationship which was   

broken by sin in the Garden.  

When we enter into this time of preparation, it may be more helpful to look at 

what we need to accomplish during the season of Lent, than what we need to 

get rid of for a while. 

The outward symbols of stepping back from our normal indulgences or          

behaviours should be simply that – the outward expression of an inward 

change of priority and focus.  When the outward change is where we stop, 

however, we have missed the point of what Lent is about. 

This is a time of preparing our hearts to receive our Redeemer.  This means   

recognizing where we fall short of what we should be and addressing those is-

sues in us which prevent us being ready to whole-heartedly receive Jesus as 

our Lord and Saviour. 

We may be holding a grudge against someone – this is the time when we 

make a conscious decision to choose to forgive and let go of that grudge. 
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St John’s Community Church, Kaponga 

Robert Gibson Chapel, Manaia 

 

 



2 

We may have an area in our lives which we know we shouldn’t be involved in 

– this is the time to choose to change our behaviour and to change direction. 

Giving up coffee, or chocolate sounds good – and it may be what we need 

to do for our health, but our main focus during Lent should be to make our-

selves ready for celebrating the resurrection of our Lord.  

Prayer, Bible-reading and spending time in worship are all ways in which we 

can re-direct our thoughts and our attitudes.  They focus us on God, rather 

than on ourselves, and that can only do us good. 

So, as we move through Lent towards the light that Easter brings us, maybe 

consider whether you are simply hanging out for the moment when you can 

go back to ‘normal’ life, drinking your coffee, eating your sweets and    

watching your favour-

ite TV show, or whether 

your Lenten prepara-

tions are helping you to 

focus on God’s grace 

to us through Jesus.  

May we all come to 

Easter morning with our 

hearts prepared and 

open to receive our   

Risen Lord with joy and 

celebration. 

Wynne Bowers-Mason 

St George’s, Patea 
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Palm Sunday 29 March 

10am—All Saints’, Eltham—Cluster Service for Stratford, Eltham and 

Kaponga. 

10am—Opunake Combined Churches Service at The Wave Church 

10am—St Mary’s, Hawera 

10am—Good Shepherd, Waverley  

 

Tuesday 31 March 

5:30pm Chrism Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral, New Plymouth 

Thursday 2 April—Maundy Thursday 

10am—St Mary’s, Hawera 

 

Good Friday 3 April 

8:30am—Eltham (TBC) 

9am—Opunake (start at Cenotaph, finish at 

Catholic Church) 

9:30am—Stratford (start at Baptist Church) 

9:30am—Hawera (start at Baptists, finish at 

Presbyterian) 

 

Easter Day Sunday 5 April 

Normal Sunday services (see page 7) 
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Mid-Week Services Roster 

Wednesdays  

All Saints, Eltham 10am 8 April 

Holy Trinity, Stratford 10am 22 April 

Thursdays   

St Mary’s, Hawera 10am  
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Keep up to date with news around New Zealand and the world.   

Anglican taonga 

Contact Us 
If you have news to share please contact us. 

Archdeaconry of Waitotara 

Office is at St Mary’s, Hawera 

Postal address 18 George St, Hawera 4610 

Email is best 

wta.manager@wtanglican.nz 

www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz    

Contact details for the Central & South Missioners 

     Rev Brendan Gibbs  021 214 9160 

     brendang@wtanglican.nz 
       

     Rev Paul Bowers-Mason  

     paulbm@wtanglican.nz    027 364 9274 

You can now watch recent sermons from Central Taranaki featur-

ing Rev Paul Bowers-Mason, Rev Wynne Bowers-Mason and others, 

www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz   

The Anglican Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki has a 

monthly e-magazine.  Usually there is a short video 

message from Bishop Phillip,  notices of upcoming 

events and how to register for them.  Well worth a look.  

You can find it at www.waikatotaranakianglicans.nz   

https://anglicantaonga.org.nz/
mailto:wta.manager@wtanglican.nz
https://www.anglicanswaitotara.org.nz/services/resources
https://www.waikatotaranakianglicans.nz/

